Draft Licensing Policy Wording: Environmental Sustainability in Live Events
1. Introduction
The Council recognises that large-scale live events can have significant environmental impacts, including waste, noise, transport emissions, and energy use. In line with the Council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency commitments, organisers are expected to adopt recognised standards of sustainability and environmental management when applying for premises licences for outdoor and festival-style events.
2. Use of the Green Events Code of Practice
The Council endorses the Green Events Code of Practice (Vision for Sustainable Events/LIVE) as the principal reference standard for environmental sustainability in live events. Applicants for licences for events of [over 1,000] capacity are expected to demonstrate how their Event Management Plans align with the Code.
3. Application requirements
Applicants should:
· Submit an Environmental Management Plan demonstrating how they will meet the principles and metrics of the Green Events Code of Practice.
· Identify a responsible Environmental/Sustainability Manager for the event.
· Provide evidence of waste, energy, travel, food and material management strategies consistent with the Code.
· Commit to post-event reporting using the Code’s reporting framework (or equivalent approved by the Council).
4. Licensing conditions
Where appropriate, the Licensing Authority may attach conditions requiring organisers to:
· Operate in accordance with the Green Events Code of Practice (or equivalent).
· Provide monitoring data and post-event reports aligned with the Code.
· Appoint an Environmental Liaison Officer to liaise with the Council, residents and responsible authorities.
5. Enforcement and review
Failure to adhere to sustainability commitments set out in the licence application or required by licence conditions may result in enforcement action, licence review, or refusal of future applications.
How this helps:
· Embeds the Code as a recognised “standard of care,” similar to the way that the Purple Guide is used for safety.
· Keeps conditions tied to the four licensing objectives (especially public safety and prevention of public nuisance).
· Gives councils flexibility: applicants can either follow the Green Events Code or show compliance with an equivalent sustainability framework.
